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DRUG 
TRAFFICKING GENOCIDE TYPHOONS







2015 WAS THE YEAR HALF THE GLOBAL GDP 
CAME FROM EMERGING MARKETS



BY 2020, 80% OF ALL SMARTPHONES 
WILL BE LOCATED IN EMERGING MARKETS



90% OF THE WORLD'S YOUNG POPULATION
WILL BE LIVING IN EMERGING MARKETS



More than 85% of the worldwide population



Internet Users in Cities



You can’t handle Emerging Markets 
entrepreneurship as you would do in EU or US





Entrepreneurship & Technology: The people 
response



On social media
Saudi Arabia boasts the 
highest Twitter usage per 
capita, while 14.5 million 
hours of video viewing on 
YouTube ranks the Arab 
World first globally.

Educated
Educational enrollment 
rates are high, with nearly 
universal access at the 
primary level and nearly 70% 
enrollment at the secondary 
level.

Developing
In the past two decades, the 
maternal mortality rates in 
MENA fell by 60%, the largest 
decline in the world.

Young
60% of the population is 
under the age of 25 years old, 
making this one of the most 
youthful regions in the world.

Informal
The size of the informal 
economy in MENA has been 
estimated as equivalent to 
33% of GDP on average.

MENA IS...
Population:

0.2 bn

Internet 
penetration

53 %

E-commerce 
size

$27 bn

Smartphone 
penetration

22,7 %

Young 
population:

23,3 %
GDP growth

3,8 %

Iran:

82 m
Iran:

40,1 %
Turkey:

$6,34 bn
Jordan:

51 %
Syria:

33 %
Egypt:

3,8 %

Bahrain:

1,3 m

Kuwait:

2,3 %
Bahrain:

$225 m
Iran:

14 %
Qatar:

16 %
Saudi Arabia:

1,1 %

Source:
The Online Project (TOP), Worldbank, Youthpolicy.org, European Investment Bank, Arabnet
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CEE IS...
Population:

300 m 

Internet 
penetration

70,1%

E-commerce 
size

$120 bn

Smartphone 
penetration

41,8%

Young 
population:

15,21%     
GDP growth

2.9%

Russia:

146 m
Estonia:

84,2%
Russia:

$17.47 bn
Poland:

41,2%
Albania:

18,4% 
Romania:

3,7%

Estonia:

1,3 m
Ukraine:

43,4%
Ukraine:

$2 bn
Ukraine:

27%
Bulgaria:

13,4%
Poland:

2,5%

Source:
OECD, Ceebusinessportal.eu, Payments Market Review 2016

Educated
Every year, CEE produces 1.2 
million graduates, many of 
them with working proficiency 
in altogether 40 languages, 
which they use on a daily basis.
Trusting
80% of population in Lithuania, 
71% in Poland and 85% in Serbia 
are willing to try new payment 
methods.
Cybersafe
The region is at the forefront of 
antivirus protection technology. 
Avast and AVG, for instance, 
account for roughly 25% of the 
global market share.

Smart
In the OECD's rankings, Poland, 
Slovenia, Czech Republic and 
Latvia are all in the top 30 
countries with the best scores 
in mathematics.
Inventive
The first electronic computer, 
first digital watch, automatic 
steam espresso coffee machine, 
the jet engine, insulin, CD-ROM 
and many other inventions have 
their origins in CEE.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN EMERGING MARKETS

76    seedstars.com



CEE IS...
Population:

300 m 

Internet 
penetration

70,1%

E-commerce 
size

$120 bn

Smartphone 
penetration

41,8%

Young 
population:

15,21%     
GDP growth

2.9%

Russia:

146 m
Estonia:

84,2%
Russia:

$17.47 bn
Poland:

41,2%
Albania:

18,4% 
Romania:

3,7%

Estonia:

1,3 m
Ukraine:

43,4%
Ukraine:

$2 bn
Ukraine:

27%
Bulgaria:

13,4%
Poland:

2,5%

Source:
OECD, Ceebusinessportal.eu, Payments Market Review 2016

Educated
Every year, CEE produces 1.2 
million graduates, many of 
them with working proficiency 
in altogether 40 languages, 
which they use on a daily basis.
Trusting
80% of population in Lithuania, 
71% in Poland and 85% in Serbia 
are willing to try new payment 
methods.
Cybersafe
The region is at the forefront of 
antivirus protection technology. 
Avast and AVG, for instance, 
account for roughly 25% of the 
global market share.

Smart
In the OECD's rankings, Poland, 
Slovenia, Czech Republic and 
Latvia are all in the top 30 
countries with the best scores 
in mathematics.
Inventive
The first electronic computer, 
first digital watch, automatic 
steam espresso coffee machine, 
the jet engine, insulin, CD-ROM 
and many other inventions have 
their origins in CEE.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN EMERGING MARKETS

76    seedstars.com



AFRICA IS...
Population:

1.1 bn

Internet 
penetration

28%

E-commerce 
size:

$1.4 bn

Smartphone 
penetration

23%

Young 
population:

27%
GDP Growth

5,4%

Nigeria:

185 m
Kenya:

68,4%
Nigeria:

$12 mn
South Africa:

37%
Zimbabwe:

36%
Côte d'Ivoire:

7,9%

Gambia:

2 m
Congo:

1%
Tanzania:

$8 m
Uganda:

4%
South Africa:

29%
South Africa:

0,1%

Source:
OECD, Ceebusinessportal.eu, Payments Market Review 2016

Growing
Africa will be home to 40% of 
the world's children by 2050. 
In addition, the UN estimates 
that the whole population will 
double to 2.5 billion by 2050.

Leading
Approximately 50% of all global 
mobile money services are in 
Africa, bringing the continent 
to the top place.

Progressive
In 12 countries across Africa, 
85% of people believe that their 
family is better off because 
they have mobile phones.

Creating jobs
Indirect job creation by digital 
technologies is massive. In 
Kenya, the M-Pesa mobile 
money  system creates 
employment for more than 
80,000 agents.

Motivated
Afr ica  has  the  h ighest 
entrepreneurial intention 
when it comes to starting a 
business within the next three 
years, compared to the other 
continents.
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ASIA IS...
Internet 
penetration

45% (p. rate)

E-commerce 
size

$1,057 bn

Smartphone 
penetration

28%

Young 
population:

24,7%
GDP Growth

6,3%
Population:

4,4 bn

South Korea: 

92,1%
China

$426 bn
South Korea:

88%
Philippines:

31%
Myanmar:

8,1%
China:

1,266 m

Turkmenistan:

15%
Vietnam:

$4,9 bn
Pakistan:

11%
Hong Kong:

16%
Japan:

0,5%
Bhutan:

750,125

Source:
United Nations, WorldAtlas, eMarketer, Global Information Technology Report (GITR) 

Big
More than 4.4 billion people 
live in Asia, that's roughly 60% 
of the world's total population.

Super (cities)
Shanghai, Beijing, Istanbul, 
Karachi, Mumbai, Guangzhou 
and Delhi are 7 of the world’s 
10 largest cities by population.

Shopping
China surpassed the USA as 
the strongest country in terms 
of e-commerce turnover last 
year, with €405 billion.

Raising
Seedstars alumni from Asia 
have raised more funding 
together than the alumni from 
all the other regions, with 
an average of $828,000 per 
startup.

Leading
Singapore, together with 
Hong Kong and South Korea, 
are ranked among the top ten 
most “technologically ready” 
countries in the world.
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Connected
Latin America has the first place 
in growth of Internet users with 
a rise of 12% last year.

Consuming
87% of the Internet users in 
LATAM watch videos online.

Surfing fast
5G technology already reaches 
an average penetration of 
16.18%, lead by Uruguay with 
65%.

Urban:
Latin America is the most 
urbanized region in the world 
with approximately 80% of its 
600 million inhabitants living in 
cities.

On screens
In 2016, 83% of viewers choose 
smartphones to watch video 
content compared to any other 
platform.

LATAM IS...
Population

0.6 bn

Internet 
penetration

61,5%

E-commerce 
size 

$46 bn

Smartphone 
penetration

44,9%

Young 
population:

22,7%
GDP growth

-0.7%

Brazil

206 m
Costa Rica

86,9%
Brazil

$16.28 bn
Chile

65%
Bolivia

31%
Mexico

2,1%

Uruguay

3.3 m
Honduras

30.4%
Peru:

$0.9 bn
Peru:

25%
Cuba

20%
Argentina:

-3,5%

Source: 
Internet Growth Statistics, comScore’s, Gemalto, Mckinsey: Urban world, Nielsen report.
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